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THANK YOU TO OUR FUNDERS & PARTNERS
We would like to express our appreciation to the following organizations for their ® nancial support and 
partnership in helping us achieve our goals.
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Manitoba Advanced Education and Literacy 
Employment and Training Services
Industry Training Partnerships
Manitoba Culture, Heritage and Tourism 
Arts Branch     
Manitoba Trade & Investment

Government of Canada
Department of Canadian Heritage
Western Economic Diversi® cation through the Economic 
Development Partnership Agreement 

The Foundation Assisting Canadian Talent on Recordings

Manitoba Film & Sound

Canada Council for the Arts

SOCAN Foundation

National Aboriginal Achievement Foundation
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I recently attended the Mayor's Luncheon for the Arts, which is a celebration to recognize and 
promote the arts, artists and partnerships that make Winnipeg a centre for cultural achievements. 

While listening to the guest speaker, Robert Enright, the Senior Contributing Editor to Border 
Crossings, who has lectured about art and culture across Canada and around the world, I felt proud 
to be a Winnipegger and was reminded of just how amazing our city is as an arts centre.

I won't preach to the converted, I think that most of us will agree that Winnipeg and Manitoba are 
unparalleled in terms of the staggering number of talented artists we export. But it never hurts 
to be reminded from time to time about the positives, about what makes us such a cultural hub 
and a cool cosmopolitan city. We are after all, our own worst critics and gosh darn it... we need to 
celebrate our city and its culture more!

There is a phenomenal artistic energy and vibe that is building in our province and I have 
con® dence in saying that MARIA is one of its instigators. By growing our organization we are 
growing the industry and your success makes us even stronger.
 
Our province's artists and industry professionals are innovative and creative, ® nding new ways of 
sustaining a career in a rapidly changing environment. Today's music industry is a new one and 
MARIA continues to be at the forefront. Our membership continues to grow, indicating that more 
than ever people are looking to build careers in music and we are there to offer information and 

support. We continue to expand our programs to meet the demands of today's industry and our team continues to evolve to ensure that your needs are met.

Our team is indeed evolving and it is with mixed emotion that we announce at this year's AGM the departure of our Executive Director and dear friend Sam Baardman. 
During his tenure, Sam has helped MARIA  ̄ourish and become one of the strongest industry associations in the country.. The passion and dedication he brought to his 
position is without equal and has led to our tremendous success as an organization. Sam's remarkable ability to ® nd and secure funds for the association, allowed us 
to grow beyond our dreams, and his leadership helped attract and retain a marvelous team of dedicated people that makes MARIA the valuable organization that it is 
today. Sam, we are truly indebted to you for creating a MARIA that we can all be proud of. 

I'd like to take this opportunity to thank our many partners and funders for their support: The Government of Canada through Western Economic Diversi® cation, the 
Province of Manitoba though the Arts Branch, Industry Training Partnerships, Employment Training Services, Manitoba Trade and Investment, the Foundation to Assist 
Canadian Talent On Records (FACTOR), the Canada Council for the Arts, the SOCAN Foundation; the National Aboriginal Achievement Foundation, and Manitoba Film & 
Sound. Your support makes us a stronger and more relevant organization that continues to deliver high quality programming and bene® ts to our growing industry 
sector. 

I would like to extend my personal thanks to Sam, Sara, the team at MARIA and our awesome board of directors. You all have a truly signi® cant impact on our 
organization and your hard work, diligence and commitment are what make MARIA ªsing.º Each of you has in your own way, helped me to grow and I feel honoured to 
have served as your President these past two years. Thank you for this memorable experience that I will cherish always. 
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Ginette Lavack Walters
President, MARIA
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It is an exciting time to be working in Manitoba's music industry. Optimism and opportunity abound, 
and in the six years that I've been at MARIA serving the Manitoba music industry, I've never seen 

our membership working harder and with such innovation. The creativity that's happening here is 
fresher than ever, and I'm not just talking about artists, but about the service providers too ± left, 
right and centre, you're striking pioneering deals and showing the world that this new music indus-
try is about collaboration, ingenuity and the usual dose of blood, sweat and tears.

The new music industry is about much more than audio recording and the distribution of physical 
product. Pricewaterhouse Coopers' newest edition of ªGlobal Entertainment and Media Outlookº 
project global recorded music sales at $33.4 billion in 2008. Even if the 2006 estimates of the 
broader music industry remain at $131 billion, this leaves nearly $100 billion dollars of music-related 
revenue worldwide from sources other than sales of recorded product. This signals to me the 
undeniable importance of the broader music industry. After 20 years of operating as the Manitoba 
Audio Recording Industry Association, it is time for MARIA to acknowledge this shift by adopting a 
more inclusive name. As one board member wittily put it, ªwe're 21 years old and we're changing our 
name!º We'll still respond to MARIA, but Manitoba Music is what we really are.

Manitoba Music now has over 700 active members in all facets of the industry and as a result, 
we're seeing record numbers of people participating in workshops, showcases, funding programs, 
marketing initiatives, the Songwriters in Residence series, Aboriginal Music Program events, Open 

Mic Nights, and uploading to, downloading from and browsing around manitobamusic.com, blogging about copyright, downloading podcasts, and visiting the Resource 
Centre. 

Toward the end of this annual report, you'll ® nd a section on industry highlights and when you read the highlights, you'll see you are a hard working bunch. This past 
year, 179 Manitoba artists released records and 162 of them were made here. Manitoba artists and industry professionals were nominated 127 times for major music 
awards. 48 Manitoba acts performed 77 showcases at 14 major national and international music industry conferences in 2007. Thirty-® ve artists/groups are touring 
internationally.

We're really interested in what all this activity means in terms of in economic impact. kisquared, a professional research company working on our behalf, are in the 
midst of gathering information for a comprehensive update of the 2005 Economic Impact Study of the Manitoba Music Industry. That study found what we suspected to 
be true ± our industry is signi® cant not only in that it substantially contributes to the quality of life of Manitobans, but that it also has a strong economic impact.  Three 
years have passed, and it's time to revisit the numbers to help update our understanding of this changing business.

As many of you know, we have just been granted a one-year extension of the Manitoba Music and Motion Pictures (M3P) Development Project funded jointly by the 
Government of Canada and the Province of Manitoba, administered by Western Economic Diversi® cation. M3P has, since 2001, enabled the establishment and delivery of 
programs in professional and business development, marketing and market access, and aboriginal music initiatives which have contributed to growth and development 
of Manitoba's music industry. Over the course of the next year, we will be working to revisit and review programs±  keeping what works, tweaking what needs it, and 
blue-skying to develop a slate of programming that will take advantage of the considerable opportunities in front of us. Please participate when we ask for your input 
± Manitoba Music is all of us and to best represent you, we need to hear from you.

You've likely noticed that this is the ® rst time you've heard from me on this page. Sam Baardman, our fearless leader since the year 2000, has left his post as Executive 
Director, and I could not sign off this message without making a (way too) brief mention. Quite simply, without Sam we would not be where we are today. Sam took 
MARIA ± then a tiny two-person of® ce on the 4th  ̄oor of the Artspace building - and inspired partners, funders, staff and members to imagine a world where Manitoba 
had a well-resourced innovative music industry association that provides sophisticated and integrated programming under a services framework that includes 
communication, information, education, industry development, advocacy and representation. Sam brought this dream to life and what you will read in the coming pages 
is due in large part to the sacri® ces, dedication and inspiration of Mr. Baardman.

It is my sincere honour and pleasure to work at a music industry association that has the best staff (I bid adieu to and sincerely thank Dawn Bourbonnais and Jerilyn 
Beepath for their contributions), the most dedicated board, incredibly supportive funders, and a membership with talents and abilities that astound me and make me 
smile every day.
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Sara Stasiuk
Interim Executive Director, MARIA

INTERIM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR'S MESSAGE
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LIVE SHOTS

Ann Walton, photo by Sam Baardman Oldfolks Home Fresh I.E.

Inward Eye, photo by John Johnson J.C. Campbell and Tracy Bone Jacob and Lily's Karla Adolphe

The Details, photo by David Lewis Nathan wins a WCMA Sheena Grobb

Serena Postel Sons of York, photo by David Lewis Sierra Noble
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2007-08
Ginette Lavack Walters (President)
Ginette Lavack Walters is the Communications Representative with the Friends 
of the Canadian Museum for Human Rights. She is a partner in the company G2 
Management and Promotions Inc, which specializes in event management, public 
relations and artist management. Ginette has done publicity for Madrigaia and 
continues to work with Winnipeg artist Dominique Reynolds. 

Ray Martin
Ray Martin is the owner of Razor Productions and is the Past President of the 
Manitoba Country Music Association.  From 1987-2003, he was the co-leader 
of Foster Martin Band.  Ray is the recipient of several local and international 
song writing awards.  He is also the co-chair of the 2008 Country Music Week in 
Winnipeg.

Don Benedictson
Don Benedictson is an internationally recognized producer, instrumentalist, 
composer and engineer, who has worked with Madrigaia, Ferron, The Wyrd Sisters, 
Fred Penner, and Valdy. He also composes music for theatre and television, 
including the award-winning TV series Quest For The Bay.

Jaylene Johnson
Jaylene is a WCMA nominated musician and songwriter. Several songs from 
her critically-acclaimed album, Finding Beautiful, (2004) have been placed in 
television and DVDs. Other songs she's written have found a home on releases by 
various independent artists. She has a co-publishing deal with Casablanca Media 
Publishing, and is currently working on a new record.

Todd Jordan
Currently VP of Paquin Entertainment's agency division, Todd is the agent 
responsible for artists such as Buffy Sainte-Marie, Corb Lund, and Nathan. In 
addition he is responsible for booking the agency roster in Western Canada.

John Kendle
John Kendle is the managing editor at Canstar Community News Ltd., where he 
is responsible for seven publications, including Uptown Magazine, Winnipeg's 
alternative weekly newspaper. Formerly the entertainment editor at the Winnipeg 
Sun, John is also a freelance writer and broadcaster.

Barbara Sedun
Barbara is a music fan. If not for music, she probably never would have left her 
house. After 18 years as VP,  Creative for EMI Music Publishing, she is keen 
to share her knowledge and passion with the music makers of Manitoba in her 
capacity as Manager, Sound Recording Programs, at Manitoba Film & Sound. 

Vince Fontaine
Vince is a Winnipegger through and through, he's lived here all his life. Within 
this vibrant music community, Vince cut his musical teeth before founding the 
group Eagle & Hawk. He is founder and President of Rising Sun Productions Inc., 
a company devoted to the development, management, and production of North 
American Indigenous performance culture.

Norman Dugas
Norman Dugas is a Gemini Award-winner and Juno nominee. He has collaborated 
as producer, recording engineer, and arranger, to the CD projects of artists such as 
The Duhks, Alana Levandoski, Dan Frechette, Madrigaia, Fubuki Daiko, Rudimental, 
Hugo Torres, Fred Penner, and Leaderhouse. He is also active in the ® lm industry 
as a composer, sound recordist and mixer.

Melissa Martin
At 26, Melissa Martin already has nine years of experience as an entertainment 
reporter. She kicked off her career at Uptown Magazine in 1999, wormed her way 
into the Winnipeg Free Press  in 2001, and has since dabbled in everything from 
public relations to radio. 

Rick Fenton
Rick started his musical career in Winnipeg as the Artistic Director of the Winnipeg 
Folk Festival. He has produced over 20 albums for artists from Big Dave McLean to 
Captain Nemo. Rick was a partner in a DVD/Television production company called 
YaYo Productions as well as a Media Consultant for Canwest Media Inc. Rick is now 
the Executive Director of the Western Canadian Music Alliance and Awards. 

Heather Bishop
Juno-nominated Heather Bishop is undoubtedly one of Manitoba's best-known 
musicians with a career that has spanned three decades. She established her own 
label, Mother of Pearl Records, and remains one of the top-selling independent 
artists in the country.  Heather has been awarded both the Order of Canada and 
the Order of Manitoba.

Kevin Walters
With over 20 years experience in the music industry Kevin is currently the co-
chair of the 2008 Country Music Week. He was also the Managing Director of the 
2006 Grey Cup Festival and the chair of the Winnipeg Host Committee, which 
brought the Juno Awards to Winnipeg in April 2005. Recently after 11 years as the 
Manager of Sound Program at Manitoba Film & Sound Kevin took on the position 
of Executive Director of Manitoba Homecoming, a year long provincial celebration 
taking place in 2010. Kevin volunteers his time and sits on a variety of boards 
including the Western Canadian Music Alliance and MARIA.

MARIA STAFF
 

Sara Stasiuk 
Interim Executive Director

Rachel Stone
Association & Communications Manager

Alan Greyeyes 
Aboriginal Music Program Coordinator

Sean McManus 
Training Coordinator

Danielle Strueby
Marketing Coordinator

Ali Hancharyk 
Programs & Operations Assistant

Amanda Darnley
Accounting Assistant
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ASSOCIATION PROFILE
The Manitoba Audio Recording Industry Association (MARIA) is the hub of Manitoba's vibrant music community. 

We are a member-based, not-for-pro® t industry association representing over 700 members in all facets of the music industry, including artists and bands, studios, 
agents, managers, songwriters, venues, promoters, producers, and beyond. MARIA serves all genres, from rock to roots, hip-hop to hardcore, country to classical, and 
everything in between. 

Through our programs and services, we provide information, education, communication, advocacy, industry development, and networking opportunities to nurture, 
develop and promote the growth and sustainability of the Manitoba music industry. 

MARIA has a state-of-the art resource centre, a website that over  ̄ows with mp3s and pro® les, resources and news, a comprehensive series of industry-related 
workshops, a far-reaching market development program, and the only Aboriginal music program of its kind in the world. 

We think music is fun. 

Mission Statement 
To develop and sustain the Manitoba music community and industry to their fullest potential. 

Vision Statement 
MARIA is known worldwide as the hub of Manitoba's vibrant music community. 

Our Values and Beliefs 
MARIA believes in and will demonstrate, through its policy and actions, the values of: 
· Integrity 
· Transparency 
· Accountability 
· Inclusivity 
· Foresight 

We further believe: 
· Music is an integral part of Manitoba's cultural identity and should be recognized as such; 
· The music and sound recording industries are signi® cant contributors to economic development in Manitoba; 
· The Manitoba music industry is increasing its artistic, creative, technological and competitive presence within the global music industry; 
· Fair and equitable compensation for the use of copyrighted creations should be an inherent right of the creator; 
· Partnering, community involvement, and cooperative development are essential for the continuing growth of the Manitoba music and sound recording industries; 
· MARIA supports, believes in, and will endeavor to re  ̄ect the diversity of our society and our industry. 
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INDUSTRY PROFILE
Manitoba Music Industry Highlights for 2007

New Music Releases
· 179 Manitoba artists released albums in 2007.
· 162 of these albums were produced in Manitoba.
· 38 of these albums have national distribution.
· 17 of these albums have international distribution.
· 26 of these albums were released by Aboriginal artists. 

Awards & Nominations
· Artists and industry professionals received 27 awards in 2007.
· Artists and industry professionals received 127 award nominations in 2007.

Showcases
· 48 Manitoba acts performed 77 showcases at 14 major national and international music industry conferences in 2007. 

Artists
· There are approximately 622 Manitoba-based acts, representing approximately 1400 individuals actively performing, touring, and releasing,   

publishing, or distributing material.
· There are approximately 382 solo artists living in Manitoba actively performing, touring, or releasing, publishing, or distributing material.
· There are approximately 250 bands based in Manitoba actively performing, touring, or releasing albums or material, representing about 1000 musicians. 1

· Of the 622 Manitoba-based acts, approximately 
· 476 are Regional artists
· 111 are National artists performing, touring, or releasing albums or material in markets outside of Manitoba
· 35 are International artists performing, touring, or releasing albums or material.  2

La bels
· There are 22 independent recording labels releasing albums in Manitoba.
· 11 of these have national distribution.
· 7 of these have international distribution. 

Studios
· There are 45 recording studios actively working with Manitoba artists. 3

1 Based on the average of four musicians per band. 
2 Actively touring, releasing, distributing or publishing material
3 Not including home recording studios.
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INDUSTRY CHALLENGES
Music industry workers in Manitoba face the same challenges as cultural workers in so many other disciplines, as well as some challenges that are unique:
 
· On all levels, the music industry©s dramatically changing business environment is creating new challenges and opportunities. The proliferation of digital 

distribution and ® le sharing has contributed to the erosion of traditional distribution, resulting in decreasing revenue from record sales. The changing role of 
the full-length recording as a central sales and marketing tool, the uncertain future of digital copyright regimes, and the diversi® cation of business practices has 
created an industry that is completely in  ̄ux. As a result, music industry companies and artists must pursue new revenue streams and non-traditional business 
partnerships. 

 
· There is a need to develop the business skills that are required to prepare companies and individuals for growth and development. The Manitoba music industry 

is comprised largely of small companies and individual entrepreneurs who are driven heavily by the creative process of music making. In many cases companies 
have been built from the ground up by a single entrepreneur with ªsweat equityº and strong creative focus, but with less depth in the area of business skills. In 
order to make it to the next level of development in the global marketplace and to support sustainable growth, music industry entrepreneurs and artists must be 
able to effectively plan the future of their companies and careers, be competitive in a national and international milieu, ® nance their operations in increasingly 
innovative ways, be able to operate internationally, and ensure the development of systems to move their enterprises forward. 

 
· The globalized nature of the music industry demands a high level of market development, marketing capability and access to capital to effectively establish an 

international market.  Few Canadian music industry companies can sustain pro® tability operating in the Canadian market alone. Manitoba companies will rely on 
international market research, travel, and the forging of business partnerships, all of which require a signi® cant investment of time and money. 

· A lack of capitalization for small companies continues to be an issue.  It is essential for music industry professionals to develop innovative ® nancing strategies 
in seeking out both private sector investment and support from public funds. The dif® culty in securing traditional modes of start-up ® nancing arises from high 
perceived risk because of large initial investment, unpredictability of market trends, and increasing prevalence of intangible assets.  

· Supporting underrepresented groups in Manitoba's music industry is imperative. Manitoba has a growing, dynamic Aboriginal music community which faces 
many of the same challenges of the wider industry as well as some unique barriers. In order to secure the success of Aboriginal music development, there is a 
need for increased awareness and communication, culturally-speci® c market research, development of culturally sensitive service providers, and  ̄exible support 
programs. In addition, Manitoba is home to a large French-speaking music community. Accessing other francophone markets continues to be a challenge for these 
cultural entrepreneurs. 

· The need to target youth through post-secondary education and other career development initiatives is an ongoing challenge.  The music industry relies on 
the development of new technologies and cutting edge creative products. Bringing young people into this industry enlivens the industry itself, at the same time 
makes Manitoba an attractive place for young people to live and work. 

Clockwise from top left: The Perpetrators at SXSW, MIDEM lunch (Sara Stasiuk, Alicen Catron Schneider, Carole Vivier, Barbara Sedun), MARIA's Sam Baardman at the Aboriginal Music Summit, Nathan Rogers at OCFF, J.P. Hoe at the WCMAs, Cam Loeppky at 
SXSW
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT
TOTAL VOTING MEMBERS - 705

MEMBERSHIPS STATISTICS & ANALYSIS 
 
Members by Industry Type
 
Group/Duo      282
Solo                         172
Musicians       32
Songwriter                        25
Composers       14
Total Artists     525

Associations      27
Recording Studios      26
Record Companies      21
Venues       14
Management                    13
Talent Buyers      13
Record Producers      7
Media: Radio      7
Booking Agencies            6
Event Management      6
New Media                        4
Production                        4
Publicists       4
Promoters       3
Media: Print      3
Engineers       3
Manufacturers      3
Merchandising     2
Video       2
Arrangers      2
Equipment      1
Graphic Artists                 1
Photographers      1
Legal Services      1
Mastering       1
Distributors     1 
Stylists      1
Total Industry      181

        Members with Multiple Industry Types ± 124

Members by Membership Type

Individual       349 
Band       276
Corporate       68 
Youth                         12

Members by Primary Genre
 
Rock ± 162
Folk ± 79
Pop ± 41
Country ± 36
Alternative ± 28
Urban ± 27
Adult Contemporary ± 19
World Music ± 15
Blues ± 15
Jazz ± 14
Aboriginal ± 11
Children's ± 10
Electronica ± 5
Classical ± 3
      
           Multiple Genres ± 222
          No Listed Genre ± 4

Top to bottom: Comeback Kid, Christine Fellows, Kraink, Flo, Ash Koley

Many MARIA members serve multiple functions within the Manitoba music industry. Not only do artists 
perform with several different musical projects, but some are also producers, studio owners, managers, and 
more. As well, many of our industry professionals and companies wear multiple hats within the industry, with 
companies acting as labels, manufacturers, studios, and booking agencies all in one. This speaks to the multi-
disciplinary wealth and vibrancy of the Manitoba music industry. In the analysis above, members are listed by 
their primary indicated industry type and primary genre only.
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INFORMATION
Resource Centre
The Manitoba Music Industry Resource Centre houses a wide range and great depth of information for use by all members. Included in the Resource Centre Library 
are 200 books and directories dealing with all aspects of the music industry, subscriptions to a dozen music industry trade publications including Billboard, Pollstar, 
Performing Songwriter, Paste, and Spin, and an ever-growing archive of over 700 CDs released by Manitoba artists, labels, or studios.

Bay of Funding
The Resource Centre Bay of Funding provides easy access to application forms and guidelines for programs with Manitoba Film & Sound, FACTOR, Canada Council 
for the Arts, the Market Access Program, and other support agencies. This resource is used regularly by members, and supports the vast number of funding-related 
consultations that MARIA staff conduct.

Partners Corner
The Resource Centre Partners Corner provides members with information about almost 20 other provincial and national music organizations. A wealth of material 
including brochures, commonly used forms, and newsletters, from the likes of SOCAN, the Songwriters Association of Canada, the CMRRA, the Music Managers Forum, 
Folk Alliance Canada, and numerous others are available. 

Manitobamusic.com
In the past year, our site has seen over 403,000 visits. Over 56,500 of these visits are from unique visitors, indicating that the site is not only maintaining solid traf® c 
but has become a focal point for repeat users coming back to access many of the exciting new and enhanced features. Traf® c continues to increase, with 10,000 ± 22,000 
more visits and over 2000 more unique visits per month than last year's highest ® gures.

Over the past year, we have continued to build and strengthen the site, adding new features like the interactive blog, featuring posts from homegrown artists, industry 
professionals, and MARIA staffers on everything from the latest industry developments to humorous concert reviews. We've also launched a semi-monthly podcast that 
includes music, news, interviews, and more. We've added RSS feeds to many sections of the site, including each member pro® le news and gig listings sections, allowing 
for music fans to more easily stay in touch with their favorite artists and venues. We are continually working with our members to meet their changing web-based needs 
in order to create a current and cutting-edge site. 

Members can log into the website for exclusive access to information, such as lists of upcoming funding and conference deadlines, downloadable forms and tip sheets, 
downloadable Manitoba media guide, a database of the music and book library offerings, as well as easy-to-use update functions for their pro® le pages.

The response to the site continues to be remarkable. Not only are our members using it to market and publicize themselves, but the general public is using 
manitobamusic.com as a hub for concert listings, great music, news, and information about our local scene. With increased marketing for the site in the coming year, 
we're certain to post even higher numbers.
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COMMUNICATION
Additional Online Presence
Facebook
Last year, MARIA started a group on Facebook with over 300 members, most of whom are music fans interested in keeping in touch with what's going on in the 
hometown scene. 

MySpace ± www.myspace.com/manitobamusic
MARIA joined the MySpace revolution in order to keep in closer contact with Manitoba artists and music fans. To date, we have amassed over 1758 ªfriendsº who 
routinely access our blog for current information. Several local acts have joined MARIA's membership as a direct result of our MySpace presence.

Cafesonique
MARIA continues to maintain a strong presence on the award-winning, 3D music marketing site cafesonique.com. It sees great international traf® c.

Weekly E-newsletters
Last year, MARIA streamlined its email communication with members. The new weekly e-newsletter replaced a system of sending info as it came in, which overwhelmed 
inboxes. We introduced the weekly email with a custom designed e-template, through MyNewsletterBuilder.com software that allows us to archive and track delivery info 
and more. Delivered every Thursday, the e-newsletter includes valuable information on opportunities available to artists and industry professionals (showcases, funding, 
awards, jobs, etc.) as well as important industry announcements, helping members to build their careers. 

MARIATALK Quarterly Newsletter
Over the past year, the MARIATALK quarterly newsletter had featured a number of informative articles and pro® les. This year, the artist pro® les have increased, focusing 
on both established and emerging acts. This year's list of featured artists included Sick City, J.P. Hoe, Christine Fellows, Fenom, Doc Walker, and Oldfolks Home. Our 
vibrant service industry has also been pro® led, including Jack Shapira and Unison Studios, Sam Smith, and the West End Cultural Centre. This year, MARIA Training 
Coordinator Sean McManus started a regular feature on topical industry issues from the latest copyright and international touring developments to useful info on 
maximizing industry conference attendance. Not only do these cover important topics facing our local and international industry, but they also appeal to those who 
were unable to attend the workshops. 

Manitoba Music Industry Directory
The 2008 Manitoba Music Industry Directory was the strongest product to date. The dynamic new look coupled with increased accuracy due to our more  ̄exible 
database made for a bigger, better book. The Directory continues to be distributed nationally at major industry conferences like Canadian Music Week and North by 
Northwest, as well as throughout the city and to stakeholders across the province.

MARIATALK Listserv
Since 2001, MARIA has offered its members a way to email each other directly: The MARIATALK listserv. The email-based discussion group, to which any members can 
be subscribed (according to personal preference), is a place to discuss, post gigs, buy and sell gear, and in general seek help and advice from peers on everything from 
suggested venues to eco-friendly merchandisers to questions about the musicians union. 

mariatalk
BROUGHT TO YOU BY THE MANITOBA AUDIO RECORDING INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION

SPRING2007 VOL16
NO. 1

PLUS: THE CHANGING FACE  OF ARTIST MANAGEMENT

ALSO IN THIS ISSUE: AWARD WINNERS  ·  IMAGES FROM SOUTH BY SOUTHWEST 2007
MARKET ACCESS PROGRAM NEWS  ·  ABORIGINAL MUSIC PROGRAM NEWS  · 

NEW MUSIC RELEASES ·  UPCOMING FUNDING DEADLINES  ·  MEMBER UPDATES

www.manitobamusic.com

DOCWALKER
NEW ALBUM. NEW TOUR. NEW COUNTRY.

mariatalk
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SUMMER2007 VOL16
NO. 2

PLUS: MUSIC PUBLISHING

ALSO IN THIS ISSUE: KNOW YOUR RIGHTS ·  IMAGES FROM MUSEXPO AND NXNE 2007
ABORIGINAL MUSIC PROGRAM NEWS  ·  NEW MUSIC RELEASES

 UPCOMING FUNDING DEADLINES  ·  MEMBER UPDATES

www.manitobamusic.com

SICK CITY mariatalk
BROUGHT TO YOU BY THE MANITOBA AUDIO RECORDING INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION

FALL2007 VOL16NO. 3

PLUS: 2007 WESTERN CANADIAN MUSIC AWARDS

ALSO IN THIS ISSUE: CELEBRATING 20 YEARS OF MARIA · SAM SMITH ·  MUSIC CONFERENCES 101 
ROCKIN' THE GREENS 2007  · ABORIGINAL MUSIC PROGRAM NEWS  ·  NEW MUSIC RELEASES

 UPCOMING FUNDING DEADLINES  ·  MEMBER NEWS  · UPCOMING MARIA WORKSHOPS
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J.P. HOE
TOURING WITH JANN ARDEN...
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EDUCATION
Resource Centre
Since opening its doors in March of 2002, the Manitoba Music Industry Resource Centre has become a busy hub of career development activity for the over a thousand 
Manitobans working in the music industry. In 2007-08, the Resource Centre continued to serve members engaging in self-directed learning using the Centre's vast 
storehouse of information and resources. Many of these visits involve one-on-one consultations with MARIA's Training Coordinator for discussions involving funding 
proposals, business and career planning, copyright and royalty sharing, recording projects, tour planning, marketing and publicity, digital music sales and a variety of 
other topics.

The Resource Centre was out® tted with new computer workstations that meet and exceed the increased demands of current software applications and our members' 
expectations of speed, ef® ciency, and multitasking in their work in the music industry.

Human Resource Development
As the service sector in Manitoba's music industry continues to grow, the development of business skills has been a cornerstone of the industry's human resource 
development plans. MARIA has worked closely with the Cultural Human Resources Council in its development of skills assessments, training gaps analyses, and a 
National Training Strategy for the Music Industry. These documents, along with MARIA's own research, help identify training needs in the music industry, and inform the 
evolution of MARIA's professional development program. The CHRC released its National Training Strategy for Business Skills in the Music Industry in March 2008. MARIA 
is cited as a best practice for ªbeing a leader in developing and delivering training to the Music Industry.º

Professional Development Events
Over the past six years, MARIA has teamed up with music industry experts from across the country to provide informative and timely professional development seminars 
for the local music industry. The MARIA professional develop workshop series, MusicWorks, strives to be the leading source of information and training for musicians 
and music industry personnel in Manitoba, and a model for music industry training nation-wide. In the 2007-08 season, MARIA met and exceeded its consistently high 
standard of excellence and diversity in professional development programming. 

The 2007-08 workshop series covered a number of signi® cant and newly emergent topic areas, including generating revenue through ® lm and television song 
placement, understanding the importance of online music marketing and e-commerce, understanding music copyrights, and the role of indie labels in the radically 
changing music business environment.

The series contained different types of workshops, designed to meet three different types of professional development needs. These were: a) high-pro® le industry panel 
presentations focusing on large-scale industry trends and practices; b) focused, hands-on training offering speci® c skills and information; c) high-level mentor sessions 
and roundtable meetings for established industry professionals; and d) creative development for songwriters.

MusicWorks: Professional Development Workshops

Find The Fun In Funding
September 5, 2007
Panel: Kevin Walters, Manager, Sound Programs, Manitoba Film and Sound
  Sara Stasiuk, Regional Evaluation Coordinator, FACTOR
  Ian Babb, Sound Programs Of® cer, The Canada Council for the Arts
  Sean McManus (Moderator)

Record Producer Management Roundtable
September 24, 2007
Speaker: Steven Scharf, President, SSE Entertainment, Carlin America

Management and Publishing Mentor Meetings
September 25, 2007
Speaker: Steven Scharf, President, SSE Entertainment, Carlin America

Music For Film And Television
September 25, 2007
Speaker: Steven Scharf, President, SSE Entertainment, Carlin America

Jazz For The Record
October 3, 2007
Panel: David Braid, award winning jazz recording artist
  William Carn, award winning jazz recording artist
  Sean McManus (Moderator)
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Top to bottom: Songwriter in Residence Hawksley Workman, Creative Copyright 
workshop, Street Date workshop, AMP Camp with Kinnie Starr

EDUCATION
Music Business Basics
October 17, 2007
Speaker:  Heather Bishop, artist and activist, Member of the Order of Canada

Press Kit Perfect
October 26, 2007
Speakers:  Jill Wilson, Tab Editor, Winnipeg Free Press
  Mandy Wallmann, Production Assistant, West End Cultural Centre 

Sac Songposium
(In conjunction with the Songwriters Association of Canada)
November 17, 2007
Speakers:  Christopher Ward, acclaimed songwriter
  Sherrill Blackman, acclaimed Nashville songplugger
  Janet Trecarten, Program Director, CFQX-FM 104.1 
  Chris Burke-Gaffney, President, CBG Artist Development

Songposium Pro Writers Session
(In conjunction with the Songwriters Association of Canada) 
November 18, 2007
Speakers:  Sherrill Blackman, acclaimed Nashville songplugger

Focus on Folk and Roots
December 1, 2007
Speakers:  Steve Dawson, Creative Director, Blackhen Music
  Peter North, Music Director, CKUA
  Chris Frayer, Artistic Director, Winnipeg Folk Festival
  John Kendle (Moderator)

The Songs That Matter Most
December 7, 7 p.m. ± 10 p.m.
Speaker: Buffy Saint-Marie, internationally recognized performing songwriter, activist, and educator

Digital Distribution 
December 12, 2007
Speaker: Brandon Friesen, President, Arbour Records

Creative Copyright
January 12, 2008
Speakers: Jordan Jacobs, entertainment and media lawyer (Jesse Cook, Inward Eye)
  Dan Kershaw, Education ad Outreach Manager, SOCAN
  Chris Burke Gaffney, President, CBG Artist Development (Chantal Kreviazuk)
  Sean McManus (Moderator)

Street Date: Planning, Marketing, And Budgeting A Record Release
Wednesday, January 16, 2008
Speaker: Rob Krause, Smallman Records (Comeback Kid, The Reason, Sick City)

Get the Gig: Booking Shows and Tours
Saturday, January 26, 2008
Speakers: Rob Zifarelli, The Agency Group 

Jazz On The Road: Building Domestic And International Tours
(In conjunction with Jazz Winnipeg)
Friday, February 1, 2008
Speakers: Darren Sigesmund, acclaimed jazz recording and touring artist



16
MARIA ± Annual Report 2007-2008     

EDUCATION

Jordan Jacobs, Entertainment Lawyer, at the Creative Copyright Workshop Stephen Fearing performing at his Songwriting in Residence Workshop An interview with Buffy Sainte-Marie

Indie is In: Canadian Independent Labels
Saturday, February 16, 2008
Speakers: Kim Cooke, former manager, Maple Music Recording (Kathleen Edwards, Joel Plaskett)
  David Tysowski, Promotions Manager, Arts & Crafts (Feist, Broken Social Scene)
  Helen Britton, Vice-President, Six Shooter Records (Christine Fellows, Elliot Brood); 
  John Kendle (Moderator)

Night And Day: Expanding The Footprint Of The Performing Arts On Community
(In conjunction with ACI Creative Manitoba Conference)
February 22, 2008
Speakers:  Debbie Peters, Magnum Opus Management

Songwriter In Residence: Stephen Fearing
March 5 - 7, 2008
Speaker:  Stephen Fearing, acclaimed songwriter

Audio Mastering
March 15, 2008
Speakers:  Noah Mintz, Lacquer Channel Mastering

Youth Outreach
MARIA took part in several outreach activities aimed especially at youth with an interest in the music industry. Participating in these events raised awareness of 
the career options in the music industry in Manitoba, and promoted MARIA's services and programs. In 2007-08, MARIA participated in the Winnipeg Rotary Career 
Symposium, JUST Community Market Earth Day Fundraiser, the River Heights Battle of the Bands, the Brandon Career Symposium, and the Manitoba Sector Training 
Network ªOpening Doorsº Parents Forum. Introductory music industry workshops were also delivered to students in the School of Music at Brandon University and 
participants in the MB Rocks youth initiative.

careersinmusic.ca
The Careers in Music Touring Course, developed and administered by MARIA, offers people the opportunity to learn online at their own pace and develop the knowledge 
to effectively plan and execute a tour. Three learning modules cover the areas of booking, advancing and performing shows, and examine topics such as successful 
marketing practices, managing the ® nancial aspects of touring, and managing tour personnel and relationships. In 2007, MARIA revised and updated the content of the 
course to keep all information as current and relevant as possible and launched a renewed publicity campaign for the course.

Music Industry Mentoring
In 2007-08, MARIA had the opportunity to host two emerging professionals as part of local work experience programs. Ali Hancharyk spent three weeks in the MARIA 
of® ce as part of the Red River College Creative Communications Work Placement program. Ali worked with the staff on communications, marketing, and education 
projects. Angel Barker-Simard was a participant in the Arts and Cultural Industries Association mentorship program. Angel visited the MARIA of® ces regularly over 
several months to learn more about the music industry and to gain work experience by assisting with various ongoing projects.
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ADVOCACY & REPRESENTATION
Foundation Assisting Canadian Talent on Recordings (FACTOR)
Each year MARIA conducts an analysis of FACTOR's contributions to the Manitoba music industry.  The most recent report, based on 2006±07 ® gures, portrays the 
number of applications submitted and approved, and the amount of funding requested and granted, for both Manitoba and Canada as a whole. This year's report also 
includes a year-to-year variance report.

Brie  ̄y, our analysis shows that overall, FACTOR funding to Manitoba was up by $112,130 over previous year, which is aligned with the increase in funds requested by 
Manitoba. We represent 5.34% of the total applications submitted to FACTOR and have a success rate of 6.30% of total applications approved. Manitoba also had 
a higher rate of successful applications than Canada in general and stands at 54.6% versus 46.28%. (Other funding bodies included in this year's analysis include 
Winnipeg Arts Council, Manitoba Arts Council, VideoFact & PromoFact, MusicAction, Canada Council for the Arts, and the Radio Starmaker fund.)

MARIA is FACTOR's Regional Af® liate and therefore acts as its representative for the speci® c territory of Manitoba. In this capacity, MARIA assists, advises, and supports 
FACTOR in its endeavors to develop the infrastructure of the Canadian independent music industry and represents Manitoba on FACTOR's National Advisory Board. 

Manitoba Film & Sound
MARIA continues to work closely with Manitoba Film & Sound to ensure that its programs remain responsive to the needs of the Manitoba music industry. This year 
MARIA and Manitoba Film & Sound undertook an industry-wide stategic planning session with 33 participants. Four issues emerged that were identi® ed as being of 
critical importance, including: live music and touring, new revenue streams, professional development, and international market development.  Further exploration of 
these issues is currently underway as part of a larger long-term strategic plan for Manitoba's music industry. 

Partnerships

Regional Partners, 2007-08
·Manitoba Film & Sound
·Western Canadian Music Alliance (WCMA)
·Manitoba Sector Training Network
·On Screen Manitoba
·Arts & Cultural Industries Association of Manitoba (ACI)
·Manitoba Aboriginal Music Host Committee
·Winnipeg Host Committee

National Partners, 2007-08
·Canadian Council of Music Industry Associations (CCMIA)
·Music BC, Alberta Music, SaskMusic, Music Nova Scotia, Music NL, Music New Brunswick, Music PEI, Music Yukon, 
·Foundation Assisting Canadian Talent on Recordings (FACTOR)
·Canadian Academy of Recording Arts & Sciences (CARAS)
·Folk Alliance Canada (FAC)
·Songwriters Association of Canada (SAC)
·Music Managers Forum (MMF)
·Canadian Music Publishers Association (CMPA)
·Society of Composers, Authors, and Music Publishers of Canada (SOCAN)
·Canadian Independent Record Production Association (CIRPA)

Positions and Representations

MARIA has representation with the following organizations:
 ·Foundation to Assist Canadian Talent on Records (FACTOR)
 ·Western Canadian Music Alliance (WCMA)
 ·Winnipeg Host Committee
 ·Canadian Council of Music Industry Associations (CCMIA) 
 ·Canadian Academy of Recording Arts & Sciences (CARAS-JUNO Awards)
 ·Cultural Human Resources Council (CHRC), Music Industry Training Development Initiative
 ·Cultural Goods & Services-Trade Team Canada, Sound Recording Sector
 ·Manitoba Sector Training Network 
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Business Development Support Program
The purpose of the Business Development Support Program is to assist established Manitoba companies operating in the sound recording sector with the creation of 
three-year business plans.  The business plans resulting from this program will help companies solidify their growth objectives, market themselves effectively, and 
secure appropriate ® nancing.  The program may also assist companies in accessing Manitoba Film & Sound's Portfolio Investment Envelope (PIE) Program.

Market Development
MARIA undertakes market development initiatives in many markets, using many different means.  One of the ways MARIA assists its members with market development 
is through the Market Access Program.  This program funds eligible applicants to attend events and enhance their presence across the globe.  In 2007-08, 324 individuals 
were assisted in attending over 52 separate events.  In addition to direct funding for music industry professionals, MARIA also engages in complementary on-site and 
promotional activities at key festivals in support of showcasing acts and Manitoba talent.  In 2007-08, this included activities at North by Northeast (NXNE) in Toronto, 
Ontario Council of Folk Festivals (OCFF) in Ottawa, North American Folk Alliance (NAFA) in Memphis, and South by Southwest (SXSW) in Austin.

Market Access Program 
The purpose of the Market Access Program is to support Manitoba artists and music industry professionals in professional development as well as attending and 
enhancing their presence at professionally organized music industry conferences, showcases, and other events approved by the review panel.

2007-08 was the third year of the Corporate Annual Business Travel (CABT) program ± a branch of the existing Market Access Program.  The CABT program enables some 
of Manitoba's more established companies to apply for a number of events and professional development opportunities once per year, reducing the administrative load 
of both the companies themselves and for the program staff.

INDUSTRY DEVELOPMENT

MARIA ± Annual Report 2007-2008     

The Weakerthans Scott Nolan Paper Moon

James Keelaghan Sick City Cara Luft

Alverstone Johnny Cajun Keith Macpherson of Keith and Renee



19

INDUSTRY DEVELOPMENT

MARIA ± Annual Report 2007-2008     

Market Access Program Detail

BAND/COMPANY EVENT                   AWARD   # OF PEOPLE
Paquin Entertainment Corporate Annual Business Travel $4,000 

Canadian Country Music Awards 2
Western Canadian Music Awards 1
Canadian Music Week 3
Annual CIC Pollstar Conference 1

Rising Sun Productions Corporate Annual Business Travel $4,000 
Schemitzun 1
ISMA 1
Native American Music Awards 1
MIDEM 1

Burning Circus Management Corporate Annual Business Travel $4,000 
Western Canadian Music Awards 1
Meeting in New York 1
Meeting in Vancouver 1

Jack Shapira Corporate Annual Business Travel $4,000 
North by Northeast 1
Western Canadian Music Awards 1
Red Gorilla Festival 1
Canadian Music Week 1

Total 18

Arbor Records Ltd. Canadian Aboriginal Music Awards $900.00 4
CBG Artist Development Canadian Aboriginal Music Awards $350.00 1
Clyde Roulette Canadian Aboriginal Music Awards $650.00 2
Darren Lavallee Canadian Aboriginal Music Awards $850.00 1
Don Amero Canadian Aboriginal Music Awards $625.00 1
James (JC) Campbell Canadian Aboriginal Music Awards $500.00 1
Jesse Green / Strongfront A/V Productions Canadian Aboriginal Music Awards $900.00 1
Ojiji Music/ Littlehawk Canadian Aboriginal Music Awards $110.00 3
Paquin Entertainment Group Inc./Sierra Noble Canadian Aboriginal Music Awards $900.00 3
Ramsey Rae Canadian Aboriginal Music Awards $900.00 3
Sunshine Records Ltd. Canadian Aboriginal Music Awards $900.00 3
Tracy Bone Canadian Aboriginal Music Awards $500.00 1
Ray St. Germain Canadian Country Music Awards $1,000.00 2
Burning Circus Management/ Inward Eye Canadian Music Week $1,000.00 4
John Broeska/ The Nods Canadian Music Week $1,000.00 5
Keli Martin/The Details Canadian Music Week $1,000.00 4
Chic Gamine Ontario Contact $800.00 6
Chic Gamine Alberta Contact $800.00 6
Daniel Roy/Johnny Cajun Contact Ontarois $1,000.00 7
Dust Poets Contact East $1,000.00 5
Dust Poets La Bourse Rideau $680.00 5
James Keelaghan Ontario Contact $800.00 2
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INDUSTRY DEVELOPMENT
BAND/COMPANY EVENT                   AWARD      # OF PEOPLE
Jazgrl Productions/ Jodie Borle Ontario Contact $800.00 3
Murray D. Evans Paci® c Contact $1,000.00 1
Nathan Music Co. Paci® c Contact $1,000.00 4
Nathan Rogers Manitoba Contact $500.00 2
Easily Amused Music/Keith and Renee Juno Fest $1,000.00 5
Ojiji Music/ Littlehawk Juno Fest $1,000.00 2
Shelley Marshall/Nathan Music Co. Juno Fest $1,000.00 2
Balanced Records MIDEM $1,500.00 1
Balanced Records/Solidaze MIDEM $1,500.00 2
Olesia Records MIDEM $1,500.00 1
Brandon Friesen Musexpo $1,250.00 1
CBG Artist Development Musexpo $885.00 2
Easily Amused Music Musexpo $1,500.00 5
Jack Shapira/Unison Studios Musexpo $1,250.00 1
Jim Porter aka Kelly Fairchild Musexpo $500.00 1
Losing Focus Musexpo $1,500.00 4
Paper Moon Music Musexpo $1,500.00 5
Smallman Records/Sick City Musexpo $1,500.00 5
Blue Case Tunes/Cara Luft North American Folk Alliance $900.00 2
Dust Poets North American Folk Alliance $1,064.00 5
Paquin Entertainment Group Inc./Sierra Noble North American Folk Alliance $1,200.00 3
Twilight Hotel Music North American Folk Alliance $640.00 2
Keli Martin/The Details New Music West $1,000.00 4
Bill Kiely/Floor Thirteen North by Northeast $1,000.00 5
Burning Circus Mgt./Mad Young Darlings North by Northeast $1,000.00 5
Cat Jahnke North by Northeast $1,000.00 3
Jack Shapira/Unison Studios North by Northeast $800.00 1
John Vogan/Red Blanket North by Northeast $500.00 4
J.P. Hoe North by Northeast $1,000.00 4
Karla Adolphe/ Jacob and Lily North by Northeast $400.00 3
Keli Martin/The Details North by Northeast $1,000.00 4
Matthew Klachefsky/ Boats North by Northeast $1,000.00 5
Rebekkah Friesen/Domenica North by Northeast $1,000.00 4
Romi Mayes North by Northeast $440.00 2
Ann Walton Ontario Council of Folk Festivals $575.00 1
Cara Luft Ontario Council of Folk Festivals $775.00 2
Don Amero Ontario Council of Folk Festivals $800.00 1
Keith and Renee Ontario Council of Folk Festivals $525.00 2
Nathan Rogers Ontario Council of Folk Festivals $800.00 2
Paquin Entertainment Group Inc./Sierra Noble Ontario Council of Folk Festivals $800.00 3
Personal Artist Management Inc./Art Pearson Ontario Council of Folk Festivals $800.00 2
Rosalie Goldstein Ontario Council of Folk Festivals $550.00 1
Twilight Hotel Music Ontario Council of Folk Festivals $800.00 2
John Broeska/ The Nods Red Gorilla Music Festival $1,500.00 5
Balanced Records CIRPA Trade Mission to Japan $860.00 2
Bill Kiely/Floor Thirteen Major Label Showcase $1,000.00 5
Bryce Pallister Western Canada Fairs Assoc. Showcase $800.00 5
CBG Artist Development New York City Showcase $460.00 1
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Jodie Borle Romi Mayes The Details

Chic Gamine Western Arts Alliance $1,000.00 5
Chic Gamine Arts Midwest $1,000.00 5
Chic Gamine Performing Arts Exchange $1,000.00 5
Chic Gamine Arts Northwest $1,000.00 5
Christine Fellows Pop Montreal $800.00 1
Indy Nosebone Band: Scott Cameron Toronto showcase at The Rivoli $800.00 5
J.P. Hoe New York City Showcase $1,500.00 4
Jaylene Johnson Private NBC showcase $1,000.00 1
Keli Martin/The Details Pop Montreal $340.00 4
Keri Latimer Sundance Film Festival $1,250.00 2
The Paperbacks Pop Montreal $675.00 3
Twilight Hotel Music Northeast Regional Folk Alliance $800.00 2
Darcy Ataman South By Southwest $1,200.00 1
Keli Martin/The Details South By Southwest $1,500.00 4
Lindsay Jane South By Southwest $1,300.00 2
Odario Williams/ Grand Analog South By Southwest $1,300.00 2
Paradise Alley South By Southwest $1,200.00 1
The Weakerthans South By Southwest $1,500.00 6
Burning Circus Management/ Inward Eye Western Canadian Music Awards $800.00 3
Burning Circus Mgt./ Alverstone Western Canadian Music Awards $800.00 6
Daniel Roy/Johnny Cajun Western Canadian Music Awards $625.00 6
J.P. Hoe Western Canadian Music Awards $335.00 4
Jack Shapira/Unison Studios Western Canadian Music Awards $600.00 1
Jazgrl Productions/ Jodie Borle Western Canadian Music Awards $800.00 4
John Broeska/ The Nods Western Canadian Music Awards $800.00 5
Nathan Music Co. Western Canadian Music Awards $800.00 4
Rosalie Goldstein Western Canadian Music Awards $450.00 1
Sheena Grobb Western Canadian Music Awards $330.00 2
Transistor 66 Records/ American Flamewhip Western Canadian Music Awards $425.00 3
Twilight Hotel Music Western Canadian Music Awards $800.00 2

Total $105,569.00 324

 BAND/COMPANY     EVENT AWARD # OF PEOPLE
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Showcases
To supplement the direct funding granted to artists showcasing at music industry events, MARIA engages in high-pro® le on-site marketing activities to provide Manitoba 
artists and music industry professionals with networking and showcasing opportunities. Support varies for each event, depending on the needs of the Manitobans 
attending, the level of development of Manitoba music in each market and the type of event. A summary of these activities in 2007-08 follows:

Musexpo ± Los Angeles, April 28 ± May 4, 2007
Manitoba acts performed four showcases attended by delegates of Musexpo. This is the premiere music industry conference in Los Angeles, and it is attended by the 
who's-who of the international music industry. Two artists (Paper Moon and Keith & Renee) performed at a luncheon presented by Manitoba and two artists (Sick City and 
Losing Focus) performed during the night-time club showcases. Five Manitoba industry professionals attended Musexpo as well.
 
Immediately following Musexpo, MARIA and Manitoba Film & Sound presented a showcase for Los Angeles-based music supervisors at the Hotel Caf". Paper Moon and 
Keith and Renee played to 53 attendees that included representatives from E! Entertainment, Bug Music, Warner TV Music, Nickelodeon Films, Fox Sports Music and many 
others. Over the past year, many of the relationships forged at Musexpo have developed into signi® cant business relationships.

North by Northeast - Toronto, June 7 - 10, 2007
11 Manitobans showcased at NXNE, Canada's premier multi-genre music festival and showcase. Performers included: Floor Thirteen, J.P. Hoe and the Truly Richards, Grand 
Analog, Mad Young Darlings, Red Blanket, Ann Walton, Boats, Jacob and Lily, Romi Mayes, Domenica, and Cat Jahnke.  A few of these acts were ªbuzz bandsº (J.P. Hoe, 
Domenica) and enjoyed audiences packed with heavy-hitters. As has become the norm at NXNE, Manitoba hosted the most talked-about industry networking event on 
Friday, June 8 on the roof-top patio of the ever-hip Drake Hotel. We distributed promotional CDs and manitobamusic.com lip balm to the over 300 industry people from 
across the globe who dropped in to mix and mingle with the Manitobans in attendance. 

Canadian Country Music Awards - Regina, September 7 - 10, 2007
MARIA was instrumental in organizing Manitoba's strong presence at the CCMAs. Manitoba hosted the of® cial after-party at the CCMAs this year, at which Doc Walker 
performed. The purpose of this event was to get people excited about coming to Winnipeg for the CCMAs in September 2008.

Ontario Council of Folk Festivals - Ottawa, ON, October 2006
Once again Manitoba had a strong presence at OCFF. Elements of our initiative included a showcase with eight Manitoba artists, a booth in the exhibit hall, and 
advertising and promotional items in the program guide, delegate bags, and throughout the venue. These elements provided Manitoba with a huge presence that 
resulted in an extremely well-attended showcase in a highly competitive showcase environment. Participating artists have already seen results and some important 
connections were made for everyone in the Manitoba delegation.  

MIDEM - Cannes, France, January 25 ± 31 , 2008
For the second year, MARIA and Manitoba Film & Sound co-hosted a networking party at the end of MIDEM at the casual La Pizza Restaurant. Over 30 music industry 
professionals from around the world joined the Manitobans for an evening of networking and relationship-building. 

International Folk Alliance - Memphis, TN, February 2008
Four Manitoba acts - Sierra Noble, Cara Luft, Twilight Hotel, and the Dust Poets - showcased and garnered signi® cant interest from talent buyers, agents, labels, and 
international industry contacts. MARIA participated in a Canadian marketing initiative which involved a reception, mini-program book, and laminates advertising the 
Canadian showcases. MARIA promoted the careersinmusic.ca online touring course in the trade show.

South by Southwest -  Austin, TX, March 2008
For the 11th year, MARIA and Manitoba Film & Sound teamed up with SXSW's Canadian sister conference North by Northeast to host the best industry shingdig of the 
conference - a BBQ at the Caswell House, which featured performances by Christine Fellows, Grand Analog, plus Basia Bulat and Hot Springs.

Songwriting Room
The Manitoba Songwriting Room provides a spacious, comfortable environment with all the things that a songwriter needs to compose and create in a quiet, private 
space away from distractions and interruptions. Featuring books and magazines on song and lyric writing, useful songwriting software, and online resources, the 
Songwriting Room offers many tools to help artists hone their craft. The facility provides equipment to aid the creative process, such as the high-end Yamaha midi 
keyboard, and modest recording equipment capable of capturing songs-in-progress. The Songwriting Room provides a place to fully concentrate on music, whether 
working on a song individually or co-writing with others.

MARIA ± Annual Report 2007-2008     
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ABORIGINAL MUSIC PROGRAM

MARIA's Aboriginal Music Program helps Aboriginal people develop their understanding of the music industry along with their ability to succeed in it. The program has 
been in existence since April 1, 2004. The program works within the existing structure of MARIA and uses the organization's established networks, resources and services 
as a foundation with which to provide additional support and pro® le to further develop Aboriginal artists and music industry workers in Manitoba.

The Aboriginal Music Program employs a Aboriginal Music Program Coordinator, Alan Greyeyes. With the ability to navigate funding agencies and strong ties to the 
Aboriginal community, Greyeyes is able provide consultations, manage projects, and liaise between the music industry and Aboriginal community.

The Aboriginal Music Program receives input and guidance from an all-Aboriginal steering committee, which includes Vince Fontaine, Dave McLeod, Kimberley Dawn, Atik 
Mason, Jesse Green, Wabanakwut Kinew, Tracy Bone, and Don Amero. The committee meets at least once a quarter.

The main objectives of the Aboriginal Music Program are:
· Description of the Current Scene
· Liaise Between Industry and the Aboriginal Community
· Industry Promotion
· Existing Professional Development Programs
· Targeted Professional Development
· Marketing and Market Development

 Description of the Current Scene

The Aboriginal Music Program Coordinator continues to collect information about Aboriginal people and organizations who are participating in Manitoba's music 
industry. The following individuals and organizations have been identi® ed to date: 

· 130 Aboriginal music artists (106 last year);
· 3 Record Labels with one emerging;
· 3 Booking Agencies;
· 69 Aboriginal Radio Stations Canada-wide (33 last year);
· 17 Media Outlets (six last year);
· 62 First Nations; and,
· 8 Service Providers.

Liaising Between Industry and the Aboriginal community  
The Aboriginal Music Program has worked hard to facilitate communication between the Aboriginal music community and Canada's music industry. 

National Committees
The program coordinator was added to the National Advisory Board for the Foundation Assisting Canadian Talent on Recordings (FACTOR) this year and participated in 
the Cultural Human Resource Council's National Training Strategy Roundtable.

Music Conferences
The program coordinator attended three music conferences this year. The conferences were North by Northeast in Toronto, the Ontario Council of Folk Festivals in 
London, and the Western Canadian Music Awards in Moose Jaw. While at these events, the program coordinator attended workshops to identify industry trends and 
networking events to establish business relationships with industry professionals whose interests intersect with those of Aboriginal artists and industry in Manitoba.

Regular Communications
Throughout the year, the program coordinator sent regular updates and notices about programs and opportunities. Email noti® cations went to 79 Aboriginal recording 
artists throughout the province for award show submissions, showcase submissions, compilation CDs, MARIA workshops, Aboriginal-speci® c workshops, and funding 
deadlines for MFS and FACTOR. The program coordinator further expanded on these communications utilizes the social networks on MySpace and Facebook to keep 
Aboriginal artists and industry well informed.

The Aboriginal Music Program website served as the anchor for all communications with Aboriginal artists and the industry in general. Notices were posted for all 
opportunities and deadlines, while photo galleries, news stories and artists and company pro® les connected the industry and audiences with the province's vibrant 
Aboriginal music community.

MARIA ± Annual Report 2007-2008     
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Industry Promotion
The Aboriginal Music Program promoted careers in the music industry to Aboriginal youth and worked with Aboriginal artists to develop their understanding on the 
industry throughout the year.

Career Fairs and School Presentations
The program coordinator promoted careers in the music industry with a trade show booth and workshop presentations at the Northern Aboriginal Festival in The Pas 
(November 13-15, 2007), the Rotary Career Symposium in Winnipeg (April 11 and 12, 2007) and the Vision Quest Conference in Winnipeg (May 13-15, 2007). The program 
coordinator conducted presentations at the Peguis First Nation School (October 9, 2007) and the Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs' annual Youth Gathering (March 28, 2008).

Aboriginal Artist Development
The program coordinator worked with Aboriginal artists to develop their understanding of the music industry in the MARIA of® ce and over the phone throughout 
the year. Winnipeg-based artists enjoyed access to the MARIA resource centre and one-on-one consultations with the program coordinator. The program coordinator 
conducted 105 consultations with artists in Winnipeg and 57 consultations with artists from Selkirk, Brandon, Portage la Prairie, Ebb `n Flow, Peguis, Fisher River, 
Weyweyseecappo, Sagkeeng, Opaskwewak, St. Theresa Point, Pelican Rapids, Cross Lake, Chemewawiin, Wasagamak, Tadoule Lake, and Grand Rapids.

Existing Professional Development Programs
The Aboriginal Music Program encouraged Aboriginal artists to participate in MARIA workshops. Each workshop was well attended, with at least two Aboriginal 
participants per session. 

Targeted Professional Development
The Aboriginal Music Program expanded its targeted professional development offerings to include performance coaching and the Aboriginal Songwriter in Residence 
with Buffy Sainte-Marie, one traditional business workshop and the Aboriginal Music Performers Camp (AMP Camp).

The performance coaching included a CBC Radio event at the West End Cultural Centre and Performance Panels in Toronto during the Canadian Aboriginal Music Awards. 
The CBC Radio event was anchored by a live performance recorded for the CBC and a workshop beforehand to prepare the Aboriginal artists for this opportunity. The 
Performance Panels in Toronto gave six Aboriginal artists the opportunity to perform for a panel of four music industry professionals from Toronto. After 15 minutes of 
performances, each artist met with the panel to learn how they could improve their delivery, stage presence and on-stage banter. The panellists were Paul Gourlie (The 
Agency Group), Erin Benjamin (Ontario Council of Folk Festivals), Dan Kershaw (SOCAN), and Catherine Saxberg (Canadian Music Publishers Association).

The Aboriginal Songwriter in Residence with Buffy Sainte-Marie provided ® ve Aboriginal artists with the opportunity to receive songwriting advice and direction from 
the Oscar-winning songwriter. An evening workshop was also offered to give other interested MARIA members the opportunity to learn about the songwriting processes 
and methods employed by Sainte-Marie.

The program coordinator delivered one workshop about photography for recording artists. Nadya Kwandibens, an established Aboriginal photographer based in Toronto, 
led the workshop and provided the participants with information about photo shoots, tips for working with photographers, the costs involved with getting photos done, 
and the technical details of photography and processing images.  

AMP Camp
AMP Camp 2008 was held at the Misty Lake Lodge from March 9-14, 2008. Each day included at least 12-hours of professional development and creative development 
workshops and labs. The goals of the project were to help Aboriginal artists develop their understanding of the music industry along with their ability to succeed in it.

The participants included 23 outstanding artists, representing Aboriginal communities in New Brunswick, Quebec, Ontario, Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta and British 
Columbia. They came from electronic music, blues, hip-hop, country, rock, gospel, roots and pop backgrounds.

This year's faculty included Juno-nominated recording artist Kinnie Starr, Order of Canada recipient Heather Bishop, world-renowned percussionist Sal Ferreras, and 
world class dobro player Doug Cox. The group also received instruction from communications professional Heather Kelly, two-time Juno winner Derek Miller, radio execu-
tive Dave McLeod, booking agent Todd Jordan and training consultant Sam Baardman.

The project was funded by the Canada Council for the Arts, the National Aboriginal Achievement Foundation, Manitoba Culture, Heritage & Tourism, Employment Mani-
toba, MFS, the Manitoba Arts Council and a contribution by MARIA through the Manitoba Music and Motion Pictures Development Project.

Marketing & Market Development
The Aboriginal Music Program coordinated two showcases and one networking reception, distributed print and digital marketing material, maintained and marketed 
aboriginalmusic.ca, and released Volume 3 of the Manitoba Aboriginal Artists compilation CD.

MARIA ± Annual Report 2007-2008     
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ABORIGINAL MUSIC DEVELOPMENT
The showcases were held in Winnipeg for CBC Radio and in Toronto during the Canadian Aboriginal Music Awards. The CBC Radio showcase included performances by JC 
Campbell, Tracy Bone, Don Amero, Jared Sowan and Eagle & Hawk. This showcase was recorded by the CBC and broadcasted on National Aboriginal Day. The Canadian 
Aboriginal Music Awards showcase included a M"tis Fiddle Jam at the Drake Hotel and a Manitoba Aboriginal Artists showcase at Rogers Centre during the Canadian 
Aboriginal Festival.

The Aboriginal Music Program partnered with MFS and the Aboriginal Peoples Television Network for the 2007 Aboriginal Peoples Choice Music Awards pre-awards 
reception at the MTS Centre. The event provided Aboriginal members of MARIA with the opportunity to network with industry professionals and other artists from across 
North America. The program coordinator further increased the pro® le of Manitoban artists at this event with a printed program highlighting their award nominations 
along with their performances times during the Manito Ahbee MusicFest.

The printed material was developed for the Aboriginal Peoples Choice Music Awards, the Canadian Aboriginal Music Awards and the Red Road Music showcase with CBC 
Radio. This material included programs highlighting the award nominations for Manitobans at each award show along with the performance times for Manitobans at 
each event. A brochure and postcard with information about the program was also developed.

The Aboriginal Music Program employed a digital distribution strategy to market Aboriginal artists and industry in Manitoba. Digital communications included email 
notices along with blogs and announcements on MySpace and Facebook. Each notice, blog and announcement was anchored by aboriginalmusic.ca, which hosted more 
information and additional resources.

The Aboriginal Music Program website was updated regularly throughout the year with photo galleries from Manitoba Aboriginal music events, information about 
submission deadlines and other opportunities for Aboriginal artists, news stories highlighting the accomplishments of local artists and industry, Aboriginal artists 
and industry pro® les, and an Aboriginal music blog. The website is currently the ® rst search result for ªAboriginal musicº on Google, meaning that Internet users 
visit aboriginalmusic.ca more than any other online hub for Aboriginal music. Furthermore, the addition of the Aboriginal music blog has engaged the Aboriginal 
music community and a February posting about the Aboriginal Juno category resulted in 31 comments from Aboriginal music professionals across the country (www.
aboriginalmusic.ca/blog/2698).

Volume 3 of the Manitoba Aboriginal Artists compilation CD was completed in September. The disc includes 19 tracks by Aboriginal artists from across the province. 
It has been distributed to the Artistic Directors for folk festival attending the Ontario Council of Folk Festivals, to industry professionals and media at the Canadian 
Aboriginal Music Awards and the Aboriginal Peoples Choice Music Awards and directly to Aboriginal radio through the mail. Distribution of the CD will continue this year 
at the Canadian Country Music Awards in Winnipeg and directly to Aboriginal community leaders through the mail.

The Aboriginal Music Summit
The Aboriginal Music Program hosted a one-day industry meeting on September 14, 2007 to take an inventory of Aboriginal music development projects across 
the country and identify areas that require further attention and resources. A total of 24 industry professionals participated. The delegates included senior artists, 
Aboriginal media, booking agents, award shows and festivals, broadcasters, funding agencies, provincial government and music industry associations.

The Aboriginal Music Summit Report was published January 28, 2008. It contains an overview of the meeting, highlights from the discussions, a number of great 
recommendations and the delegate booklet from the meeting in September. It is available for download on the Aboriginal Music Program website and the program 
coordinator has received requests for it from other music industry associations across Canada, the Indigenous Artists Alliance, the 2008 North American Indigenous 
Games and North Territory Music in Australia.

The Aboriginal Music Summit was held at the Circle of Life Thunderbird House in Winnipeg. It was made possible by the ® nancial support of Manitoba Culture, Heritage 
and Tourism along with a contribution from MARIA through the Manitoba Music and Motion Pictures Development Project and the in-kind support of the FACTOR and the 
Canada Council for the Arts.
 

Arlette Alcock presenting a song at a songwriting workshop at the Aboriginal 
Music Lab

Darren Lavallee at the Canadian Aboriginal Music Awards Participants in Buffy Sainte-Marie songwriting workshop
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Information Management System
Manitobamusic.com hosts our extensive association database, which was custom built to our speci® cations and offers our staff an increased level of control over 
information and contact management. This database is  ̄exible, comprehensive, and highly interactive. We did extensive research on association software as well as 
custom built Access-based databases and found that our website developers at Visual Lizard were most capable of creating a system that all staff could use for their 
departments. The database is also ready for further development in coming years, including online applications for the Market Access Program. 

Member Discount Program
Our Member Discount Program continues to grow and diversify, offering our members even more services than ever before at discounted rates. Included in our list are 
participating companies offering discounts to MARIA members on studio time, printing, car rental, merchandising, accommodations, manufacturing, website design, 
vocal coaching, instrument repair, and EPK production. 

We would like to thank all our Member Discount Program participants for helping to give MARIA members valuable professional services at a lower cost: Budget Car 
& Truck Rental, C.F. Casey Guitars, Channels Audio & Post-Production, Cohort Custom Tickets, Heather Bishop Vocal Coaching, Kendrick Quality Printing, MidCanada 
Production Services, Music Manufacturing Services, Place Louis Riel All-Suite Hotel, Platinum|Gold Studios, Special T Shirt Company, Strongfront A/V Production Services, 
Studio 11, and Turbolab Design.

Rockin' the Greens 4
MARIA's fourth annual Rockin' the Greens golf tournament was another resounding success with even more golfers, prize donations, and sponsors. Our Board and staff 
were joined by over 60 golfers representing almost every Manitoba music industry constituency. NCI FM and Manito Ahbee joined as our presenting co-sponsors, we had 
many returning hole sponsors, and we also had several new sponsors join us. 

This year's sponsors included: Casinos of Winnipeg, CanWest Global, Destination Winnipeg, King's Head Pub, Long & McQuade, Manitoba Film & Sound, Paquin 
Entertainment, Place Louis Riel Hotel, DooWah Design, Guppy Graphic Design, Levy's Leathers Limited, Razor Limited, SOCAN, Special T-Shirt Company, The Fairmont Hotel, 
The Marlborough, The Pyramid Cabaret, Travel Manitoba, Victoria Inn, and the Winnipeg Folk Festival.

Open Mic 
In February, MARIA and the Winnipeg Folk Festival launched a new series of open mic nights the last Friday of each month at The Folk Exchange. Hosted by a different 
MARIA member artist each month, the series has so far featured Rob Wrigley of bluegrass out® t Stonypoint, Karla Adolphe of Jacob and Lily, J.P. Hoe, and Don Amero. 
There has been great attendance with a variety of musicianship and genres participating in the packed venue, including MARIA members and developing artists new to 
MARIA. 

ASSOCIATION DEVELOPMENT

J.P. Hoe, David Pankratz, and Phil Deschambault at Rockin' the Greens RoseAnna Schick of RAS Creative at Rockin' the Greens Team Visual Lizard at Rockin' the Greens

Karla Adolphe hosts Open Mic Night @ The Folk Exchange J.P. Hoe hosts Open Mic Night @ The Folk Exchange Don Amero hosts Open Mic Night @ The Folk Exchange
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CELEBRATING 20

Paquin Entertainment's Todd Jordan with MARIA's Sara Stasiuk Manitoba Film & Sound's Carole Vivier, Kevin Walters, and Alexis Jones Birthday cake

Eagle & Hawk's Vince Fontaine with MARIA's Sam Baardman Premier Gary Doer speaks to the crowd The crowd at the Convention Centre gala

Doc Walker performs at the gala WCMA's Kristy Muckosky and ACI's Thom Sparling WCMA's Rick Fenton with The Duhks' Sarah Dugas

Inward Eye performs at the afterparty at the Pyramid Cabaret J.P. Hoe and Kevin Walters Jazz Winnipeg's Paul Nolin with Fred Penner

In October 2007 three of Manitoba's most prominent arts organizations, MARIA, Manitoba Film & Sound, and On Screen Manitoba (formerly MMPIA), celebrated two 
decades of support, growth and accomplishments in this province's cultural sector. J.P. Hoe, Nathan, Tele and Inward Eye headlined the bash at the Pyramid Cabaret 
for a night of music and mingling. October 1 - 7,  2007 was of® cially proclaimed as Manitoba Film and Music week. Find out more at celebrating20.com. Photos by John 
Johnson. 
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ARTIST     ALBUM     LABEL
(A Band Called) Country   Demos     Self-released
20 Pound Shovel    The Act Your Age EP    Self-released
After All These Years    Tuscaloosa County EP    Self-released
Andrew Neville and the Poor Choices  Let ªRº Buck    Dollartone Records  
Angel Lust     Final Goodbye    Self-released
Ann Walton     Top of the Hill Waltz    Self-released
Anthem Red    Demos for Germans    The Company with the Golden Arm
Arbra Hill     Evolution Of Note    Self-released
athavale     Devoted     Self-released
Baltimore Road    Mountains of Time    Self-released
Bambi Rutherford    No Rewind     Self-released
Beverley Street    Beverley Street    Dollartone Records
Billy Joe Green    The Best of Billy Joe Green   Arbor /Strongfront
Birdapres & Charlie Hustle   Demo 1     Self-released
Blue Sky Addicts    Demos 2007    Self-released
boats     Intercontinental Champion   Self-released
Buddy Gouchie    Things that Matter    Sunshine Records
Burnthe8track    Fear of Falling Skies    Curve Music/Universal
Camerata Nova         Self-released
Cara Luft     The Light Fantastic    Black Hen Music
Cat Jahnke     O Night Divine    Self-released
Catskill     Heir to the Throne    Self-released
Chi-Key-Wis Sons    Giibimokaan    Sunshine Records
Christine Fellows    Nevertheless    Six Shooter
Cliff Maytwayashing    Skif  ̄e Fiddle    Sunshine Records
Comeback Kid    Broadcasting¼    Smallman Records/Victory
Cone Five     Ants In The Sugar    Grumpy Cloud Records
Consumer Goods    Happy Bidet    Grumpy Cloud Records
Contrackt     Cardiac Fracture    Self-released
Courtney Parker    Keep This Real     Tegancat 
Craig and Ash    Demo 2007     Self-released
D Grimez     The Dirty Truth    Self-released
Da Skelpa Squad    A New Beginning    Self-released
Dakota Hotain    Voice of the Dakota    War Pony Records
Damascus     Damascus     Self-released
Darren Lavallee    Backroads Fiddlin'    Sunshine Records
Deon Wysocki    No Film     Self-released
Devoid     One Voice     Self-released
DJ Co-Op     Co-operation Vol. 3: Yahoo Serious  Self-released
DJ Hectic feat. Big Geezer, Buzzmad  Restraining Order Mixtape    Self-released 
Don Constant    Still Kickin'     Sunshine Records
Don Jacks     Spread My Wings    Self-released
Dream Quest    Centralia     Self-released
Drek Daa     Just Jittering    Self-released
Dust Rhinos    The Second Set:: Live At Shannon's  Self-released
Eagle & Hawk    Sirensong     Self-released
Evolution     Evolution     Self-released
Flo     Flo     Self-released
Four Mile Road    Four Mile Road    Self-released
Fred Redekop and Jay Taylor   As Julia...     Self-released
Fresh I.E.     The Warren Project    Kingdom Music / CMC
Gabby Taylor    Where I Feel Alive    Self-released    
Gareth Williams and Kevin Scott   Balls Balls Balls Vol. 2    Grumpy Cloud/Whiskey Lad 
Gerald Folster    Magical Placed of the Heart   Self-released
Ginette Roy    D'or et de r#ves    Self-released  
Glenn Buhr     Thru the Wounded Sky    Marquis
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ARTIST     ALBUM     LABEL
Grand Analog    Calligraf® ti     Urbnet / Slo Coach
Greg Lowe     Guitar and Bass Sessions   Self-released
Harlequin     Waking the Jester    Self-released
Harv Settee Jr.    Nanny's Dream    Sunshine Records
HCE     Echoland     Reversed Records
Head Hits Concrete    Thy Kingdom Come Undone   G7 Welcoming Committee
Hide Your Daughters    Teen Girl's Guide to Social Success  No List Records
High Noon     Generations    Arbor Records
High Watt Electrocutions   Night Songs    Instrospection Records
Hot Dogg     Lost in Wars    Self-released
Isaac Quatorze    Sin Of The Summer    Self-released
J.C. Campbell    Lazy James    Strongfront/Arbor
Jack Olson     Letters from Sarah    Sunshine Records
Jackson Gabriel    The Prime Ordeal    Self-released
James Van Norman    A Mile in Their Shoes    Self-released
Janine Gobeil    Janine Gobeil    Self-released
Jason Buhr    Unite Our Hearts Today   Self-released
Jeremy Proctor    The Power of love X2 EP   Self-released
Jim Elders     First Fear     Self-released
JJ Lavallee     Carry On     Self-released
Jodi King     Acoustic EP    Self-released
Joel Gartner     To Each Their Own    Self-released
Jordan Leech    Jordan Leech    C4 Records
Juniper Drive    Demo     Self-released
Justin Lacroix Band    Justin Lacroix Band    Self-released
Keith and Renee    Revolution     KAR Music Group
Kelly Fairchild    Starland     Self-released
Kerri Woelke    Keri Woelke    Avante Records
Kim Reimer    Let's Get Away    Tegancat 
Knuckleduster     Merry Christmas from Knuckleduster  Self-released
Knut Haugsoen    Step And A Half    Self-released
Kraink     Apr*s la grande guerre   Self-released
Krooked Eye    The Beginning    Self-released
Lil' Disciples    The Future iz Now    Kingdom Music/Avante Records
Linda Hiebert    One and A Quarter Mile West    Self-released
Lindsay Jane    Lovers Find Reasons    Self-released
Lindsay Pawlyk    Coil     Self-released
Lindsey White    This Is Now.    Self-released
Little Hawk     Our Home and Native Land   Arbor Records
Lives of Many    Sweet Art of Deceiving   Self-released
Lynn Whittaker & Dan Donahue   Not This Time    Self-released  
Mama Cutsworth    Unemployed¼ In Greenland   Balanced Records
Marcel Desilets    What You See...    Self-released
Marianne D'Elia    Stay Another Night    Self-released
Mercy Mercy    Fresh Takes, Retakes& Doubletakes  Self-released     
Michael Peters    Michael Peters    Self-released
Natalie Ramsay    Alien     Self-released     
Nathan     Key Principles    Self-released
Neal Pinto     21:21     Self-released
Nicole Byblow    Unabashed     Self-released
Noumenon     Sound Validity    Self-released
Nuphunk Orchestra    Nuphunk Orchestra    Self-released
O.C.D.     O.C.D.     Self-released
Oldfolks Home    We Are The Feeding Line   Self-released
Papa Mambo    Crooked Cha    Self-released
Paul Bergman    Rootbound     Self-released
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ARTIST     ALBUM     LABEL
Paulo Borges    Small Songs    Self-released
Pertinence N"glig"e    Attention: Batteur F"roce   Self-released
Pip Skid     The Pip Donahue Show   Peanuts & Corn
Psychotic Gardening    Hurdur     Self-released
Raidan     Raiden     Self-released
Ramsey Rae    Fiddlin' Buckaroo    Sunshine Records
Reverse Separation    Reverse Separation    Self-released
Rick Dixon     Ten Candles    Self-released
Riffaction     Riffaction     Self-released
Right Through    EP     Self-released
Robbie McDougall    Piano Compositions    Self-released
Ryan D'Aoust    York Boats & Legends    Arbor Records
Scott Nolan    Receiver/Re ̄ector    Transistor 66
Sean Brown    Ready Fire Aim    Self-released
Servants of Society (S.O.S.)   Close Your Eyes And Come Out Swinging  Self-released   
Sick City     Nightlife     Smallman/Truskill
Sights & Sounds    Sights & Sounds    Smallman Records
Sister Dorothy    Kernlieder     Self-released
Slattern     Demo 1     Self-released
Slidin' Clyde Roulette    Let's Take a Ride    Self-released
Solidaze     Pleasure From Precision: Remixed   Balanced Records
Sophie Berkal-Sarbit    The Gypsy In My Soul    Self-released
Sortie Real     2007 EP     Self-released
SPF 90     SPF 90     Self-released
Steve Bell with the Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra Symphony Sessions    Signpost Music
Stonypoint     Stonypoint     Dollartone Records
SubCity Dwellers    When the Beat Starts  to Pound    Longshot Music (NYC
Suss     I Just Ride My Bike    Self-released
Tele     Tele     Self-released
The Alibi     This One's Got Your Name On It   Primer Records
The Barrymores    New Invasion    C12
The Brat Attack    Those Who Sow Sorrow Shall Reap Rage  3rd Generation Record
The Crackdown    Broken Guitars & Trashy Bars: The Crackdown vs.  Self-released

  Hiroshima Mon Amour 
The Details     Draw a Distance. Draw a Border.   Self-released
The Ex-Girlfriends    Breakin' Up Ain't Hard  To Do!!   Self-released
The Experiences    On Your Way Out Demo EP   Self-released
The Fo!ps     The Fo!ps     Self-released
The Haste     A Need For Flying Machines   Grumpy Cloud
The Idgets     Come On     Self-released
The Mandarins    Tiny Stages    Self-released
The Nods     Static Pop     Self-released
The Original Painkiller    The Original Painkiller    Self-released
The Paperbacks    An Illusion Against Death   Parliament of Trees
The Perpetrators    Towtruck     Self-released
The Playing Cards    Fight Forward    Self-released
The Stiff Bishops    Demodstration    Self-released
The Weakerthans    Reunion Tour    Epitaph/Anti
The Western States    The Western States    Dollartone Records
The WhizBang Shuf  ̄ers   Baf  ̄e The Bird Of Death   Self-released
The Wyrd Sisters    Wholly     Self-released
Thin Ice     Pretty Good Reason    Self-released
Tigerrr Beat    Tigerrr Beat...KILL!    Self-released
Tin Foil Phoenix    Age of Vipers    C4 Records
Tracy Bone     No Lies     Arbor Records
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ARTIST     ALBUM     LABEL
Vanessa Kuzina    Peony     Self-released
Various Artists    Listen     Tegancat 
Various Artists    Link Pins     Balanced Records
Various Artists    Sounds like NCI    Self-released
Various Artists    Mennofolk: A Constant Reformation  Self-released
Various Artists    The Streetz I$ Gold    Self-released
Vav Jungle     Pap Rock     Self-released
Volume     Volume     Self-released
Walkfast     The Slave Shuf  ̄e    Self-released
Whitehorse     First Ride     War Pony Records
Why     Red     Self-released
Winnipeg Classical Guitar Society        Self-released
X-Status     X-Status     Strongfront

NEW MUSIC RELEASES
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North American Folk Alliance
February 2007, Memphis USA
Madrigaia
Twilight Hotel
Nathan Rogers
Dust Poets
The Doug & Jess Band

Canadian Music Week
March 2007, Toronto ON
Domenica
Comeback Kid
Moses Mayes
Cara Luft
The Details
Tele
Romi Mayes
H2 Entertainment
Unison Studios

South by Southwest
March 2007, Austin USA
Inward Eye
Nathan
Paper Moon
Novillero
American Flamewhip
Cara Luft
Grand Analog
Hot Live Guys
Romi Mayes
Scott Nolan
Transistor 66 Record Co.

JunoFest
April 2007, Saskatoon, SK
Novillero

Musexpo
April 2007, Los Angeles, USA
Sick City
Easily Amused
Paper Moon
Losing Focus

Pop Montreal
September 2007, Montreal PQ
The Paperbacks
Christine Fellows
The Details

Alberta Contact
October 2007, Banff AB
Chic Gamine
Personal Artist Management Inc.
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Major Label Showcase
October 2007, New York City USA
Floor Thirteen

Manitoba Contact
October 2007, Thompson MB
Nathan Rogers

Ontario Council of Folk Festival
October 2007, Ottawa ON
Cara Luft
Nathan Rogers
Don Amero
Ann Walton
Keith and Renee
Twilight Hotel 
Sierra Noble
Personal Artist Management Inc.
Rock `N Rose Music

Ontario Contact
October 2008, Mississauga ON
Jodie Borl"
Chic Gamine
James Keelaghan

Western Canadian Music Awards
October 2007, Moose Jaw SK
American Flamewhip
D. Rangers
Grand Analog
JP Hoe
Jodie Borl"
Johnny Cajun
Quinzy
Sheena Grobb
The Nods 
Twilight Hotel 
Alverstone
Nathan
Inward Eye
Rock `N Rose Music
Unison Studios

Northeast Regional Folk Alliance
November 2008, Monitcello USA
Twilight Hotel

Canadian Aboriginal Music Awards
November 2008, Toronto ON
Little Hawk
Sierra Noble
The Slidin' Clyde Roulette Band
Darren Lavallee
Ramsey Rae
Don Amero
Tracy Bone
JC Campbell
X-Status
CBG Artist Development
Arbor Records
Sunshine Records
Strongfront Records

SHOWCASES

Twilight Hotel at OCFF

The Nods at Red Gorilla

The Waking Eyes at WCMA
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NOMINEES & WINNERS
2007 Manitoba Award Nominees and Winners

Artists in BOLD indicate winners.

CANADIAN INDEPENDENT MUSIC AWARDS ± February 2007

ARTIST     ALBUM     AWARD(S)
The Wailin' Jennys    Firecracker    Favourite Folk/Roots Artist/Group or Duo of The Year

GRAMMY AWARDS ± February 2007

ARTIST     ALBUM     AWARD(S)
The Duhks     ªHeaven's My Homeº    Best Country Performance By A Duo Or Group With Vocal

JUNO AWARDS ± April 2007

ARTIST     ALBUM      AWARD(S)
Doc Walker     Doc Walker     Country Recording of the Year
Star® eld     Beauty in the Broken    Contemporary Christian/Gospel Album of the Year
The Duhks     Migrations     Roots and Traditional Album of the Year (Group)
The Wailin' Jennys    Firecracker    Roots and Traditional Album of the Year (Group)

INDIAN SUMMER MUSIC AWARDS ± September 2007

ARTIST     ALBUM      AWARD(S)
Don Constant         Country
J.C. Campbell         Alternative Rock 
Longhouse          Native Spirit 
Ron Loutit           Country
Tracy Bone          Pop

CANADIAN COUNTRY MUSIC AWARDS ± September 2007
 
ARTIST     ALBUM      AWARD(S)
Bruce Leperre (CKDM)         Music Director of the Year (Secondary Market)
Dauphin's Countryfest         Country Festival, Fair, or Exhibition of the Year
Kelly Berehulka (Casinos of Winnipeg)        Talent Buyer or Promoter of the Year
Paquin Entertainment         Booking Agency of the Year
Doc Walker     Doc Walker     Kraft Cheez Whiz Fans' Choice Award
Doc Walker     ªDriving With The Brakes Onº   Single of the Year
Doc Walker    Doc Walker    Album of the Year
Doc Walker          Group or Duo of the Year
Doc Walker     Back To You (CMT)     Country Music Program or Special of the Year
Doc Walker     Doc Walker    Album Design of the Year
(Craig Medwyduk / Dustin Leader / Horst Herget, Design Team) 
Doc Walker (Dana Bissett / Mike Ulch, Webmasters)      Website of the Year
Doc Walker     ªDriving With The Brakes Onº   Video of the Year
(Margaret Malandruccolo, Director) 
Doc Walker (Murray Pulver)        2007 CCMA All-Star Band Award - Guitar

NATIVE AMERICAN  MUSIC AWARDS ± October 2007

ARTIST     ALBUM       AWARD(S)
Eagle & Hawk    Life Is...     Best Pop/Rock Recording
Slidin' Clyde Roulette Band   Let's Take a Ride     Best Blues/Jazz Recording
South ThunderBird    Tough Go     Best Blues/Jazz Recording

MARIA ± Annual Report 2007-2008     
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WESTERN CANADIAN MUSIC AWARDS ± October 2007

ARTIST     ALBUM       AWARD(S)
Alexander Tselyakov    Dmitry Shostakovich:     Outstanding Classical Recording

  Works for Two Pianos 
Comeback Kid    Broadcasting...    Outstanding Rock Recording
D. Rangers     The Paw Paw Patch    Outstanding Independent Album Award
Doc Walker    Doc Walker    Outstanding Country Recording
Doc Walker    Doc Walker    Outstanding Independent Album Award
Fresh I.E.     The Warren Project     Outstanding Christian Recording Award
Ginette Roy    D'or et de r#ves    Outstanding Francophone Recording
Johnny Cajun    Johnny Cajun    Outstanding Francophone Recording
J.P. Hoe     The Live Beta Project    Outstanding Pop Recording
Kerri Woelke    Kerri Woelke    Outstanding Christian Recording Award
Monica Schroeder    So Far     Outstanding Pop Recording
Moses Mayes    Second Ring    Outstanding Instrumental Recording
Nathan     Key Principles    Outstanding Roots Recording - Duo/Group
Nathan     Key Principles    Outstanding Independent Album Award
Nathan     Key Principles    Songwriter(s) of the Year
Pertinence N"glig"e    Attention: Batteur F"roce   Outstanding Francophone Recording
Romi Mayes    Sweet Somethin' Steady   Outstanding Roots Recording - Solo
Romi Mayes    Sweet Somethin' Steady   Songwriter(s) of the Year
Ron Sawchuck    Firecracker  (Wailin' Jennys)   Best Album Design
Shadez     Every Dollar Counts    Outstanding Urban Recording
Sheena Grobb    Safe Guarded Space    Outstanding Pop Recording
Slidin' Clyde Roulette Band   Let's Take A Ride    Outstanding Aboriginal Recording
The Duhks     Migrations     Outstanding Roots Recording ~ Duo/Group
The Harlots    Connoisseur of Ruin    Outstanding Rock Recording
West End Cultural Centre        Live Music Venue of the Year
Yael Staav     ªTrans Amº - Nathan    Video of the Year
Mighty Kraken Films    ªThe Windº - Nathan    Video of the Year
Arbor Records         Independent Record Label of the Year
Chris Burke-Gaffney         Manager of the Year
Gilles Paquin         Manager of the Year
Kelly Berehulka         Talent Buyer of the Year
Paquin Entertainment        Agency of the Year

COVENANT AWARDS ± October 2007

ARTIST     ALBUM       AWARD(S)
Amanda Falk          Female Vocalist Of The Year
Cyndi Koshowski    Kerri Woelke - Kerri Woelke   CD/DVD Artwork Design Of The Year
Fresh I.E.      ªThe Musicº    Rap/Hip Hop Song Of The Year
Kerri Woelke    Kerri Woelke    Folk/Roots Album Of The Year
Lil' Disciples    ªMeegwetchº     Aboriginal Song Of The Year
Lil' Disciples    Healing Wind    Aboriginal Album Of The Year
Marshall Zacharias    The Bridge - Various Artists    Special Events/Compilation Album Of The Year
Star® eld     ªThe Hand That Holds The Worldº  Rock Song Of The Year
Star® eld     ªThe Hand...º    Recorded Song Of The Year
Star® eld     ªThe Hand...º    Song Of The Year
Star® eld          Group Of The Year
Star® eld           Artist Of The Year
Steve Bell           Male Vocalist Of The Year
Star® eld          Blessings Fan Choice Award



36

NOMINEES & WINNERS

MARIA ± Annual Report 2007-2008     

ABORIGINAL PEOPLES CHOICE MUSIC AWARDS ± November 2007

ARTIST     ALBUM      AWARD(S)
Cliff Matwayashing    Skif  ̄e Fiddle    Best Fiddle CD
Da Skelpa Squad    A New Beginning    Best Rap or Hip-Hop CD
Da Skelpa Squad    A New Beginning    Best Group or Duo
Dakota Hotain    Voice of the Dakota    Best Pow Wow CD ± Contemporary
Darren Lavallee    Backroads Fiddlin    Best Fiddle CD
Don Amero     Change Your Life    Best Folk/Acoustic CD
Don Amero     Change Your Life    Best Album Cover Design
Don Amero     Change Your Life    Best New Artist
Don Amero     Change Your Life    Best Songwriter 
Don Amero     Change Your Life    Best Producer or Engineer
Eagle & Hawk         Aboriginal Entertainer of the Year
Eagle & Hawk     ªWild West Showº    Single of the Year
Fresh I.E.     The Warren Project    Best Aboriginal Music by Non-Aboriginal
Gabby Taylor    Where I Feel Alive    Best Country CD 
Harv Settee Jr.    Nanny's Dream    Best Fiddle CD
Highway 373    No Limits     Best Rock CD
J.C. Campbell    Lazy James    Best Songwriter 
J.C. Campbell     Lazy James    Best Blues CD
Jesse Green    War Path     Best Album Cover Design
Jesse Green     War Path     Best Producer or Engineer
Little Hawk    Home and Native Land   Best Aboriginal Music by Non-Aboriginal
Ron Loutit      Mine to Discover    Best Country CD 
Ryan D'Aoust    York Boats & Legends    Best Fiddle CD
Slidin' Clyde Roulette Band   Let's Take a Ride    Best Blues CD
South Thunderbird     Tough Go     Best Blues CD
Team Rezof® cial    The World (And Everything In It)   Best Rap or Hip-Hop CD
Tracy Bone     No Lies     Best Songwriter 
Tracy Bone     No Lies     Best Country CD 
Tracy Bone     ªLonely With Youº    Single of the Year
Vince Fontaine     Life Is...     Best Producer or Engineer
Whitehorse     First Ride     Best Pow Wow CD ± Traditional (Original)
X-Status          Best Group or Duo
X-Status      X-Status     Best Rock CD

CANADIAN ABORIGINAL MUSIC AWARDS ± November 2007

ARTIST     ALBUM      AWARD(S)
Tracy Bone    No Lies     Best Female Artist 
Buddy Gouchie    Things that Matter    Best Male Artist 
Troy Westwood &     Home And Native Land (Little Hawk)  Best Producer/Engineer
Chris Burke-Gaffney 
Ryan D'Aoust    York Boats & Legends    Best Fiddle Album 
Darren Lavalee    Backroad Fiddlin     Best Fiddle Album 
Ramsey Rae     Fiddlin' Buckaroo    Best Fiddle Album 
Little Hawk     Home And Native Land   Best Folk Album 
CIMN Network &     York Boats & Legends (Ryan D'Aoust)  Best Album Cover Design 
Chronic Creative 
Troy Westwood,     Home And Native Land (Little Hawk)  Best Album Cover Design
Darren Johnston & Adriana Capozzi  
Slidin' Clyde Roulett e Band   Lets Take a Ride    Best Blues Album
High Noon     Generations    Best Pow Wow Album Contemporary 
Da Skelpa Squad    A New Beginning    Best Rap or Hip Hop Album 
Buddy Gouchie    Things That Matter    Best Country Album 
Chi-Key-Wis Sons    Giibimokaan    Best Pow Wow Album Traditional
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CANADIAN FOLK MUSIC AWARDS ± December 2007

ARTIST   ALBUM     AWARD(S)
The Duhks   Migrations   Best Album-Contemporary
Keri Latimer,   Key Principles   Best Songwriter-English
Shelley Marshall (Nathan) 
Nathan   Key Principles   Best Vocal Group
The Duhks   Migrations    Best Ensemble
Jacob and Lily  The Cathedral   Best New/Emerging Artist

NOMINEES & WINNERS

The Duhks Nathan Tracy Bone

Slidin' Clyde Roulette Doc Walker The Wailin' Jennys

Kerri Woelke J.P. Hoe Eagle & Hawk
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